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Chair’s Review of the Year
through the promotion, support and
development of local, community-based
tuition Fèisean. This Annual Report shows
that our programme of work has been
successfully delivered.
Despite difficult times with public spending
cuts beginning to be felt, Fèisean nan
Gàidheal’s work reached around 38,000
people between opportunities for young
people to learn traditional music, Gaelic song,
Gaelic drama and traditional dance - as well
as learning some Gaelic along the way - and a
wide range of performances. When television
and radio programmes are taken into account
that figure is considerably larger.
I am very happy to present Fèisean nan
Gàidheal’s Annual Report for 2013, in what
will be my final year as Chair of the
organisation. Serving on the Board of an
organisation like Fèisean nan Gàidheal brings
many responsibilities and I am grateful to all
members of the Board for their considerable
input in ensuring the smooth running of the
organisation. It has been a pleasure to help
steer the organisation over the past few years
along with my board colleagues.
The Fèis movement is heavily reliant on
volunteers with upwards of 500 volunteers
involved in running the 44 Fèisean
throughout Scotland. More than 200
volunteers are involved in the Blas Festival.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal supports those
volunteers through a variety of services and
also offers training to them on request and I
would like to pay special tribute to the many
people across the country who continue their
involvement in the Fèisean. Supporting the
Fèisean will remain the main focus of Fèisean
nan Gàidheal’s work and we will continue to
support the voluntary Fèis committees as
much as possible.
The aim of Fèisean nan Gàidheal is to make
the Gaelic Arts, Language and Culture more
accessible and more widely appreciated

In 2012-13, the Fèis movement engaged
5,643 young people in the activities of 44
Fèisean throughout the country. 2,325 pupils
in Highland schools received regular
traditional music tuition, through local
Fèisean, as part of the Youth Music Initiative.
1,555 youngsters in Fèisean and schools took
part in drama activities organised by Fèisean
nan Gàidheal. 7,693 people attended the
Blas Festival in September 2012, which is an
annual event run by Fèisean nan Gàidheal in
partnership with The Highland Council. Our
Fèis Cèilidh Trail groups played to an
audience of 12,365 during the summer
months of 2012 at around 200 events.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal pledged grants of
£329k to local Fèis activities as well as
supporting them in many other ways
through our staff team.
Recently, we welcomed the steer given by
Fiona Hyslop MSP, Cabinet Secretary for
Culture and External Affairs in her speech
Past, Present & Future: Culture & Heritage in an
Independent Scotland, that economic drivers
were not the main reason for the Scottish
Government’s support of culture. We
welcomed her acknowledgement, too, of the
Fèisean when she said: "We know that
immersion in cultural activity can help bolster
the resilience and well-being of communities
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and individuals. I’m thinking here of Fèisean
nan Gàidheal which is at the forefront of
Gaelic arts development, with research
suggesting that participation not only
increases skills in young people but also selfesteem and a sense of identity."

Nevertheless, economic impacts are
important to some of our funders and during
2012-13, the combined turnover of Fèisean
nan Gàidheal and the Fèisean has risen to
£2.529m. Using the same methodology
employed in the 2010 HIE report that
measured the economic impact of the
Fèisean, the number of jobs retained over the
past year has been estimated at 104.3 FTEs.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal launched its new
Fèisgoil service in September 2012 and, in
relation to Gaelic language teaching, made
considerable progress in working up a
‘curriculum’ using existing GLPS resources
and Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s own Gaelic
teaching resources. Two training session
were held to ensure suitable tutors would be
available to deliver the service and a series of
meetings was held with interested local
authorities including The Highland Council,
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Argyll & Bute
Council, Perth & Kinross Council, Glasgow
City Council, Falkirk Council, North Ayrshire
Council and Renfrewshire Council.

convened by the Scottish Government at
which it was announced that £25k had been
awarded to Fèisgoil to assist with pilot
projects.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal held its annual Tutor
Training weekend with courses now at three
levels. Additionally, a training session was
held for tutors involved in delivering YMI
activities in Highland Council schools. We
continued to develop our Gaelic training
provision for volunteers and tutors with
sessions organised in their locality. Gaelic
language courses were offered during the
year for Fèis tutors and, following the launch
of our Fèisgoil, for those involved in
delivering that service. We also provided
support to Fèisean to ensure that they
produced printed and web materials
bilingually and assisted Fèisean to ensure a
greater Gaelic content in their activities
through Sgioba G and a range of other
measures.
Further Gaelic drama developments took
place with a successful Gaelic Drama Summer
School, drama Fèisean in schools, a Gaelic
pantomime and various other community
and schools-based initiatives in collaboration
with Sabhal Mòr Ostaig and Eden Court
through the Gaelic Drama Network newlyestablished by Bòrd na Gàidhlig.
The 2012 Cèilidh Trails were a particular
success with several of the groups taking part
in local or national showcase and Blas events.
We secured funding during the year from
Creative Scotland to continue supporting the
Cèilidh Trails since the three years of LEADER
funding came to an end in 2012.

We delivered a 30-week long contract with
Perth & Kinross Council, teaching Gaelic in
primary schools and, in February 2013, we
took part in a seminar on Gaelic education
Fèisean nan Gàidheal Annual Report 2013
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In April 2012 we had our first Còig Latha
event, held in Carloway in Lewis where 16
participants from different parts of the
country engaged in various musical and
community activities through the medium of
Gaelic. This was over-subscribed and very
successful.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal staff were involved in
the organisation of an international
conference at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig as part of
the Celtic Neighbours project.
In collaboration with FilmG, filmmakers were
invited to create videos of the new songs
from our song-writing project, An Taigh Òran,
for a new category at the FilmG Awards and
Fèisean nan Gàidheal staff assisted schools
with the preparation of films for the
competition.
We continued to support the work of
Iomairtean Gàidhlig with 1,340 hours of
Fèisean nan Gàidheal staff time contributed
to initiatives.
The 2012 Blas Festival consisted of 116 events
with a total audience of 7,693, being 78%
ticket sales against capacity. Audience
research showed an overall 89% satisfaction
rating and 7 x 30-minute programmes
entitled Cèilidh@Blas were broadcast on BBC
ALBA featuring the artists who had taken part
in the festival. Margaret Stewart was
commissioned to put together a show
entitled A’ Bhanais Ghàidhealach for the 2012
Blas Festival and this went on to be
performed at Celtic Connections in 2013.
We were grateful for the continued support
of our main Blas partner, The Highland
Council, as well as support from Bòrd na
Gàidhlig. We attracted sponsorship of £5k
from RBS for Blas 2012 and £3k from Business
Gateway.
During the year we worked up a new project
around the collecting, researching and
recording of traditional Gaelic songs and an
application to the Heritage Lottery Fund
Fèisean nan Gàidheal Annual Report 2013

resulted in an award of £32k to be used from
2013-14 in running the Fuaran project over
two years.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal is a Creative Scotland
foundation organisation. This arrangement
offers some security of funding for a period of
3 years and the ability to use those funds to
lever in funds from other sources. The fruits
of such an arrangement were seen with
Highlands & Islands Enterprise agreeing up to
£480k for Fèisean nan Gàidheal as its
contribution towards the delivery of a
programme of work which was formalised in
a Legal Undertaking signed on 24 May 2012.
Annual agreements were in place with The
Highland Council, Bòrd na Gàidhlig,
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar and Argyll & Bute
Council.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal is extremely grateful to
all those who funded our work during the
year including those mentioned above and a
wide range of funders of specific projects.
Staff are continuously involved in raising
money for a wide range of projects both
towards the work of Fèisean nan Gàidheal,
and also on behalf of local Fèisean. 53% of
our turnover in 2012-13 was trading/earned
income.
During the year we said goodbye to Maria
MacInnes, our Lochaber-based development
officer who left to take up a post with
Comhairle nan Leabhraichean, and we
welcomed Vicky MacLean in her place. Our
Western Isles-based Development Officer,
Jenna Morrison, went on maternity leave and
we congratulate her, and her husband Benji,
on the birth of Chirsty Bella.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal continues to be
involved in several national networks and
initiatives including discussions at a national
level contributing to a proposed National
Youth Arts Strategy. The draft strategy
stated: "The Fèis movement spearheaded by
Fèisean nan Gàidheal is looked at with envy
from many other parts of the globe and
3

there’s much that Scotland’s youth arts
ecology can learn from it in terms of how it is
networked, how it identifies and supports
talent and how it supports the continued upskilling of its workforce."
I can think of no better way to end this
foreword and, in passing on the Board’s
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sincere thanks to all the staff at Fèisean nan
Gàidheal for their tremendous hard work and
dedication over the year, I wish them - and
the Fèisean - all the best in the coming years.
Catriona MacIntyre
Chair
September 2013
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Fèis Information 2012-13

Fèisean
Total number of individual participants in Fèis Activities

5,643

Total grants pledged by Fèisean nan Gàidheal

£119,751

Total expenditure by Fèisean

£466,670

Audience at Fèis concerts

7,900

Classes and Workshops
Total grants pledged by Fèisean nan Gàidheal
Total expenditure by Fèisean

£72,568
£181,420

Administrators employed through Annualised Hours
Full-time equivalent posts
Total grants pledged by Fèisean nan Gàidheal

1.2
£13,725

Fèis Development Fund
Total value of activities
Total grants pledged by Fèisean nan Gàidheal

£124,678
£31,402

Cèilidh Trails
Total grants pledged by Fèisean nan Gàidheal

£71,836

Other Activities
YMI: Number of Participants

2,325

Meanbh-Chuileag and Drama Fèisean audience

1,555

Blas audience

7,963

Cèilidh Trails and Showcases

12,365

Media
Television and Radio audience (estimate)

360,000

YouTube Views (from Top 30 searched)

81,191

TOTAL GRANTS PLEDGED IN 2012-13

£309,282

TOTAL EXPENDITURE BY THE FÈISEAN
TOTAL NUMBER OF PHYSICAL PARTICIPANTS/AUDIENCE
TOTAL NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS/AUDIENCE including MEDIA

£1,185,223
37,751
478,942

Membership of Fèisean nan Gàidheal is open to Fèisean that are tuition-based, for young people
aged 8-18, with a significant Gaelic language element, offering tuition of music and song from the
Scottish Gaelic tradition. During 2012-13 the following Fèisean were members of the organisation:
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Fèis Name

The Highland Council
Fèis an Earraich
Fèis Lochabair
Fèis nan Garbh Chrìochan
Fèis Chataibh
Fèis a' Bhealaich
Fèis Rois Òigridh
Fèis Rois nan Deugairean
Fèis Eige
Feis Ghallaibh
Fèis Farr
Fèis na h-Òige
Fèis Air an Oir
Feis Ghleann Albainn
Fèis Ratharsaidh
Fèis a' Bhaile
Fèis Òigridh na Mara
Fèis Inbhir Narann
Fèis Spè
Feis a' Chaolais
Fèis an Iar Thuath
Fèis Thròndairnis

HIE

√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√

HIE
Fragile

√
√
√
√
√
√
√

√
√
√

√
√

Fèis Name

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
Fèis Tìr a' Mhurain
Fèis Eilean an Fhraoich
Fèis Tìr an Eòrna
Fèis Bharraigh
Fèis Eilean na Hearadh
Fèis Taigh Dhonnchaidh
Fèis an Rubha
Argyll & Bute Council
Fèis Cholla
Fèis Latharna
Fèis Mhuile
Fèis Thiriodh
Fèis Ìle agus Dhùira
Fèis Dhun Omhain
Fèis Cheann Loch Goibhle
Other Area/City Councils
Fèis Arainn
Fèis Mhoireibh
Fèis Dhùn Èideann
Feis Ghlaschu
Fèis Innis an Uillt
Fèis Obair Dheathain
Fèis Lannraig a Tuath
Fèis Fhoirt
Fèis Dhùn Bhreatainn an Iar

HIE

HIE
Fragile

√
√
√
√
√
√
√

√

√
√
√
√
√
√
√

√

√
√
√
√

√
√
√
√

√
√

Fèisean 2012-13 by Local Authorities
Total number of Fèisean
Highland Council
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
Argyll and Bute
City of Edinburgh
North Lanarkshire
Glasgow City
West Dunbartonshire
North Ayrshire
Stirlingshire
Aberdeen City
Morayshire
East Dunbartonshire
Fèisean nan Gàidheal Annual Report 2013

43
21
7
7
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
6

Fèisean
Fèisean nan Gàidheal continued to develop the support services it offers to member Fèisean. In the
face of reductions in funding from Local Authorities and other public bodies, we were able to
maintain our grant funding for Fèisean at 2011-12 levels and pledged £329k towards supporting the
delivery of main Fèisean, ongoing classes and Cèilidh Trails. Further services available to Fèisean
include; an instrument bank, a centrally run Disclosure service, comprehensive insurance and
regional training days designed to suit the specific needs of each Fèis.
We continued to employ a team of three Development Officers and a Senior Development Officer,
all of whom maintained regular contact with Fèisean to ensure they received the necessary support
to complete funding applications, manage activities and implement Fèisean nan Gàidheal policies.
This year we welcomed Vicky Maclean to our team who was appointed as Lochaber-based
Development Officer in February 2013.
During 2012-13 we supported 44 Fèisean across Scotland. Regular news updates from their
activities and events appear on our website and also in our quarterly magazine Faileas, all of which
are available to view online. Therefore, the following is a small selection of highlights from the evergrowing programme of Fèis events.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fèis an Earraich offered Gaelic medium media classes to participants for the first time
Fèis Òigridh na Mara held a mini-fèis as part of Arisaig games and also held workshops in
partnership with the re-established music festival – Fèis na Mara
Fèis nan Garbh Chriochain held a weekend of media workshops with funding received from
Bòrd na Gàidhlig’s Taic Freumhan Coimhearsnachd
Fèis Dhùn Bhreatainn delivered a 16-week series of workshops in 6 schools in their area
Fèis an Rubha was re-established after a hiatus of four years
Fèis Rois won two major awards, one from the Scottish Traditional Music Awards for their
community work and also a Creative Scotland award for Creativity in Schools
Fèis Lochabair held a very successful teenage weekend for the second time building on the
success of the 2011 event
Fèis na h-Òige held a third annual Gaelic medium piping and drumming event, for the first time
in Mallaig
Fèis Spè collaborated with Perth and Kinross Council to offer Fèis workshops in Aberfeldy
Fèis Bharraigh was awarded funding from Enterprise Scotland to support local children with
their preparation for the local and National mòd
After a successful pilot project in 2011, Fèis Fhoirt established a new Cèilidh Trail which toured
during the summer months
Fèis Dhùn Èideann, with support from the local Comann nam Pàrant group established a
teenage groupwork club ‘Graisg’
Fèis Eilean an Fhraoich were invited to perform as part of the increasingly popular Hebridean
Celtic Festival

Fèisean nan Gàidheal Annual Report 2013
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Services & Activities

Cèilidh Trails
Seven Cèilidh Trails took place during 2012,
which was the final year of a three-year
agreement with both Highland and Argyll
LEADER programmes. In addition to these,
there were two national trails co-ordinated by
Fèis Rois.

Playing at well over over 200 events during
the summer, the Cèilidh Trails entertained
12,365 people across Scotland and at festivals
in England, Wales and Ireland. Among the
highlights for 2012 were:
• The Fèis Rois Trad Trails group played at
several prestigious events including
Scotland House in London during the
Olympics
• Ceilear, the Fèis an Earraich Cèilidh Trail,
performed for the Scottish Government at
its Cabinet Meeting in Skye
• Fèis Rois played at the Edinburgh Festival
Fringe in August 2012
• 5 Cèilidh Trail groups played 8 concerts as
part of Blas in September 2012
• A group of Cèilidh Trail musicians played
at the Shinty-Hurling International in
Scotland and at the return leg in Ireland in
October 2012
Training
Fèisean nan Gàidheal continued to offer
employees, Fèis committee members and
tutors extensive training opportunities to
ensure the development of provision at all
levels.
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To meet the aims of our Gaelic policy there
were 6 Gaelic training days with 112
participants taking part at a level which suited
their abilities. Fèisean nan Gàidheal staff also
received media training delivered through the
medium of Gaelic.
Following consultation with member Fèisean
it was decided that training for Fèis organisers
would return to being delivered more locally.
This allowed for 43 volunteers to receive
training in child protection, first aid, social
networking, committee roles and other
subjects to the help with the day-to-day tasks
of organising events.
The annual tutor-training weekend attracted
24 participants who took part in three levels
of training which were on offer, based on
experience. There was also two days of
training held for 27 YMI tutors, to assist with
the delivery of YMI classes in Highland Council
schools.
As part of our Cèilidh Trail programme, 67
participants attended Fèis Alba, taking part in
a range of relevant training, including Gaelic
skills training. A range of Gaelic resources
were produced including an online phrase
book, which allows Gaelic learners to practice
and then use Gaelic to introduce songs and
tune sets at public events. This is available on
Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s website.
An Taigh Òran
In partnership with Watercolour Studios,
Ardgour, we undertook a new songwriting
project where 4 young Gaelic songwriters
were given the chance to work with a team of
experienced musicians and songwriters to
write new Gaelic songs and then record them.
The songwriting support team included Mary
Ann Kennedy, Nick Turner, Findlay Napier,
Norrie MacIver and Alasdair Whyte. Eight new
songs were written and recorded and are
available to listen to, along with the lyrics, on
Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s website.
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An exciting development of this project was a
collaboration with FilmG, where filmmakers
were invited to create videos of the new
songs for a new category at the FilmG Awards.
Fèisgoil
In 2012 we introduced a new service, Fèisgoil,
which was formally launched at our Annual
Conference. This new arts-in-education
service amalgamated all ongoing formal
education work in which Fèisean nan
Gàidheal involved, as well as introducing a
new service offering second-language Gaelic
tuition to primary schools where Gaelic is not
currently taught.

Catriona MacIntyre and Dougie Beck held a
training session in December at which 16
potential Fèisgoil tutor received training in
how to use existing Gaelic teaching materials
and some which have been developed by
Fèisean nan Gàidheal staff over the past ten
years.
Following the introduction of the service we
have promoted all its services to a number of
local authorities, public bodies and Gaelic
organisations. In August 2012 we took part in
a Scottish Government seminar with
providers of Gaelic Language in Primary
Schools (GLPS), and have subsequently been
in touch with officers from the 21 local
authorities involved to promote Fèisgoil. Staff
also attended events where teachers and local
authority representatives were present, such
as the Scottish Learning Festival and An tAlltan.
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In February 2013 we took part in a seminar on
Gaelic education which was initiated by the
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong
Learning where he, and the Minister for
Gaelic, were present. It was announced that
the Scottish Government had awarded £25k
to Fèisgoil in order to develop the service and
to carry out pilot projects during 2013-14.
The following gives details of Fèisgoil projects
that took place during 2012-13.
Gaelic Tuition in Primary Schools
In order to be equipped to deliver this in a
number of different local authority areas
across Scotland, we have developed a
curriculum using existing GLPS resources,
Sgioba-G materials and online resources, as
well as materials created to fill specific gaps.
Following this, we held two training days to
which we invited Gaelic-speakers with an
interest in gaining the necessary skills needed
to deliver Gaelic teaching sessions in schools.
Our first contract came from Perth and Kinross
Council where we were asked to deliver Gaelic
sessions in three primary schools; Dunkeld,
Kinloch Rannoch and Glenlyon. Over the
winter and spring terms we delivered 25
workshops to primary 1-7 in each school. We
are pleased with feedback from this initial
project and look forward to developing the
service delivery in other areas.
Meanbh-chuileag theatre in education
Between 3 and 10 December 2012, Meanbhchuileag went on the road with the brand
new Gaelic pantomime Gloidhcean agus na
Dèideagan Briste (Gloidhcean and the Broken
Toys). Angus MacLeod, Dougie Beck,
Christine MacIntyre and Rachel Kennedy
performed the show 12 times in schools and
communities to over 350 adults and children.
2013 in the Year of Natural Scotland and we
consulted closely with Scottish Natural
Heritage who agreed to part fund a newlywritten play, with teaching resources, based
on the life of John Muir. Following a period of
consultation with schools, it was decided that
the traditional touring months of February
9

and March for the annual Meanbh-chuileag
theatre-in-education performances would be
postponed until April and May 2013.

conference in October on how to convert
traditional stories, and other material, into
plays which can be used within the classroom.
Youth Music Initiative
The Highland Council continued to contract
Fèisean nan Gàidheal to deliver traditional
music tuition in all primary schools in its area
as part of the Scottish Government’s Youth
Music Initaitive. The contract, worth £219k,
involved 38 tutors being employed to offer
tuition to 3,606 pupils in the P5 classes of 182
(including Special Units) schools.

Drama in schools
Fèisean nan Gàidheal employs two full-time
drama officers who work on a range of
projects in primary schools, secondary schools
and collaborative projects with community
groups and other organisations.
Due to a timetabling change the Argyll and
Lochaber Drama Fèis, led by Dougie Beck,
took place twice during 2012-13. In May 2012
six schools took part, putting eleven plays on
stage in the Corran Halls in Oban. In March
2013 four schools took part with five plays.
In partnership with Eden Court, Angus
Macleod has begun working with high school
pupils fluent in Gaelic in Tain Royal Academy
and Dingwall Academy as part of a new
initiative funded by Bòrd na Gaidhlig which
looks to strengthen Gaelic drama in specific
areas. As part of the project new plays were
developed by the school pupils and
performed in April 2013 at ‘Fèis Dhràma nan
Deugairean – Teenage Drama Fèis’ in Eden
Court’s One Touch Theatre.

During the year we were also approached
abut the possibility of delivering a YMI
contract in Renfrewshire schools from August
2013.
Drama Summer School
Now in its fifth year the Sgoil Shamhraidh
Dràma, Gaelic Drama Summer School,
attracted ten young Gaelic-speaking actors
from across the country. It was held in Portree
during the first two weeks of the school
holidays in July.

FilmG
Both Dougie Beck and Angus Macleod worked
with the FilmG team, helping six secondary
schools write, direct and film over ten films for
the 2013 FilmG competitons.
An t-Alltan
Dougie Beck and Angus Macleod conducted
workshops at the Stòrlann national
Fèisean nan Gàidheal Annual Report 2013
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The participants had the opportunity to spend
two weeks in the company of some of our
best-known Gaelic-speaking actors and tutors.
The participants worked to produce several
short pieces of drama, including pieces based
on both the joys and perils of social
networking and a concise, but very
entertaining, version of MacBeth.
Public performances included street theatre in
the Portree Square and a final night at Sabhal
Mòr Ostaig held in conjunction with Cèilidh
Trail groups from Fèis Alba. Video excerpts of
the performances are available to view
through Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s website.
5 Latha
Following a successful funding application to
a residential event scheme run by Bòrd na
Gàidhlig, a new event was created for Gaelicspeaking secondary school pupils which we
entitled ‘5 Latha’.
5 Latha was created to offer participants the
opportunity to spend a week living in a
Gaelic-speaking community learning about
the traditional way of life which is still
important to the local population to this day.
The Gearrannan Blackhouses in Carloway, Isle
of Lewis, were chosen as the most suitable
accommodation with the surrounding
community offering tremendous
opportunities to participants to learn about
weaving, fishing, crofting and aspects of
tourism, all of which play an important part in
the local economy.

Demand was high for the inaugural event
with the 16 available places being filled very
quickly. In addition to learning about the
Fèisean nan Gàidheal Annual Report 2013

traditional works above participants had the
opportunity to learn about peat cutting,
traditional cookery as well as learning music
and song during the week-long event, all
through the medium of Gaelic.
The support from the community was
outstanding and the 5 Latha cèilidh held at
the end of the week attracted over 70 people
from the local area.
Blas 2012
The eighth Blas Festival was held between 7
and 15 September with 112 events taking
places in village halls, schools and
communities across the Highlands reaching a
total audience of 7,693. Though there were
fewer events than 2011 - additional funding
from Creative Scotland and Scottish Islands
celebrations had previously allowed for a
more extensive programme - the average
audience attendance at our main events rose
from 127 to 154 with 78% of all available
tickets being sold.

Among the programme highlights this year
were:
• Eilean Fraoich - the Calum Kennedy tribute
event at Strathpeffer Pavilion
• Margaret Stewart’s new commission A’
Bhanais Ghàidhealach which was later
reprised at Celtic Connections in January
2013
• The Eden Court An Guth concert
showcasing some of our finest singers
• A successful collaboration between West
Highland College and the Centre of
Excellence in Traditional Music at Plockton

11

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

The incorporation of Cuairt nam Bàrd into
Blas
A successful series of House Cèilidhs
The Schools and Community programme
of events
Gaelic taster sessions with Clì Gàidhlig and
Comunn na Gàidhlig
Collaboration with Comhairle nan
Leabhraichean to include Gaelic writers in
events
7 programmes for BBC ALBA Cèilidh@Blas
A special finale concert featuring Fèis Rois,
A’ Bhanais Ghàidhealach, Angus Peter
Campbell, Blazin Fiddles and The
Battlefield Band

Iomairtean Gàidhlig
Fèisean nan Gàidheal works closely with other
organisations in Gaelic initiative areas to
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provide opportunities for people of all ages to
access opportunities to take part in language
and cultural activities.
In addition to regular Fèis events that made
up this contribution we undertook a range of
collaborative work in the Iomairtean Gàidhlig
areas which totalled over 1,340 hours of
Fèisean nan Gàidheal staff time and
continued to offer community-based
assistance to those initiatives through a
regular Cofaidh is Còmhradh session in or
Portree office as well as on-going support to
Comann nam Pàrant Port Rìgh, family Fèisean,
a mini-fèis for high school pupils and working
in partnership with Gaelic organisations to
promote Gaelic learning opportunities in both
formal and informal education.
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Board of Directors and Staffing

The table below shows the Board Membership as of 31 March 2013. Attendance shows the actual
number of meetings attended out of the total possible number for each member.
Western Isles
Uisdean Robertson
Peigi MacLennan
Highland
Catriona MacIntyre (Chair)
Maggie Cameron (Vice Chair)
Duncan MacQuarrie
Argyll & Bute
Janet MacDonald
Other areas
Fiona Johnston (Secretary)
Bernard Bell
Elaine Spence
Norma Gunn*
Observers
Anne Marie Reid
Ian Smith
Morag Anna MacLeod
Cllr Agnes Rennie **
Cllr John A Maciver **
Staff Members
Arthur Cormack
Calum Alex Macmillan
Anne Willoughby

Fèis Tìr an Eòrna
Fèis Eilean an Fhraoich

Attendance
1 of 4
4 of 4

Fèis Lochabair
Fèis an Earraich
Fèis Rois

4 of 4
4 of 4
3 of 4

Fèis Mhuile

2 of 4

Fèis Fhoirt
Fèis Dhùn Bhreatainn an Iar
Fèis Lannraig a Tuath
Fèis Mhoreibh

4 of 4
3 of 4
3 of 4
0 0f 2

HIE
Creative Scotland
Highland Council
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar

0 of 4
1 of 4
0 of 4
0 of 1
2 of 3

Chief Executive
Development Manager
Executive Manager

4 of 4
4 of 4
4 of 4

Board Meetings were held in Inverness on 24 May 2012, Fort William on 21 September 2012,
Glasgow on 6 December 2012 and Inverness on 22 February 2013. All papers for Board meetings
are published on our website.
* Norma Gunn resigned from the Board in September 2012
** Agnes Rennie did not stand for re-election to CNES and Cllr John A MacIver was subsequently
nominated to represent CnES on our Board
Staffing 2012-13
Staff Member
Arthur Cormack
Calum A Macmillan
Anne Willoughby
Iona MacDonald
Maria MacInnes
Vicky MacLean
Nicola Simpson
Christine MacIntyre
Jenna Morrison
Moreen Pringle
Sandy Gray
Rae MacEachern
Dougie Beck
Angus MacLeod
Donna MacRae
Hugh Dan MacLennan
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Contract
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
0.8 FTE permanent
0.2 FTE contractor
0.2 FTE contractor
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
0.8 FTE contractor
0.1 FTE contractor

Position
Chief Executive
Development Manager
Executive Manager
Training & Policy Officer
Development Officer to November 2012
Development Officer from February 2013
Senior Development Officer
Development Officer
Development Officer
Business Officer
Child Protection Officer
Youth Music Coordinator
Gaelic Officer (Drama)
Drama Assistant
Blas Festival Director
Blas PR & Press Contractor

Base
Portree
Inverness
Portree
Portree
Fort William
Fort William
Inverness
Ardrishaig
Harris
Portree
Portree
Sleat
Inverness
Inverness
Beauly
Inverkip
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Financial Statement 2012-13

Under regulations introduced by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR), the annual accounts of
the organisation have to be prepared and presented in a particular way and run to many pages. The full
audited accounts are available on our website www.feisean.org and only the Statement of Financial Activities
for the year ended 31 March 2013 is included here along with the Balance Sheet at that date.
FÈISEAN NAN GÀIDHEAL
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
for the Year Ended 31 March 2013
31.03.13
Unrestricted
funds
£

31.03.12
Unrestricted
funds
£

4,486
123,772
171

5,828
140,178
728

716,100
5,147
159,100
219,511
112,231
1,340,518

716,504
13,175
222,986
219,511
87,361
1,406,271

156,127

204,442

820,763
3,672
14,045
219,511
111,363
18,301
1,343,782

831,164
20,810
22,042
220,458
87,117
22,022
1,408,055

NET INCOMING/(OUTGOING) RESOURCES

(3,264)

(1,784)

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS
Total funds brought forward

86,053

87,837

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD

82,789

86,053

INCOMING RESOURCES
Incoming resources from generated funds
Voluntary income
Activities for generating funds
Investment income
Incoming resources from charitable activities
Core activities
Training
Blas Festival
Schools project
Gaelic development
Total incoming resources
RESOURCES EXPENDED
Costs of generating funds
Fundraising trading: cost of goods sold and other costs
Charitable activities
Core activities
Training
Blas Festival
Schools project
Gaelic development
Governance costs
Total resources expended
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FÈISEAN NAN GÀIDHEAL
BALANCE SHEET
At 31 March 2013
31.03.13
Unrestricted
funds
£

31.03.12
Unrestricted
funds
£

3,143

4,191

73,739
95,652
169,391

91,277
77,801
169,078

(89,745)

(87,216)

NET CURRENT ASSETS

79,646

81,862

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES

82,789

86,053

NET ASSETS

82,789

86,053

FUNDS
Unrestricted funds

82,789

86,053

TOTAL FUNDS

82,789

86,053

FIXED ASSETS
Tangible assets
CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors: amounts falling due within one year
Cash at bank

CREDITORS
Amounts falling due within one year
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