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Chair’s Foreword

I am delighted to commend to you this year’s Fèisean nan Gàidheal Annual Report. It has been a pleasure to
have chaired the Board during a year which has seen a great deal of activity. New Fèisean have been
established, numbers at Fèisean and year-round classes across the country were on the up, there was
fantastic news from Highlands & Islands Enterprise that they are investing £632,000 in Fèisean over the next
3 years and the publication of the book celebrating the first quarter century of the movement was a highlight.
One of the highlights of last year was Fèisean nan Gàidheal
picking up the Best Community Project award at the annual
Scots Traditional Music Awards in Fort William. The award
was recognition of the achievements of the whole Fèis
movement, and in particular of the volunteer effort. The
time, effort and resources contributed so willingly by
hundreds of people across Scotland is the lifeblood of the
Fèisean. Many of the volunteers are parents and
grandparents of participants past and present and we are
very mindful, and proud, of their continued support and
immense contribution to the success of the Fèisean. This,
alongside the financial support given by our key funders the
Scottish Arts Council, Highland Council, Highlands & Islands Enterprise and Bòrd na Gàidhlig, plus a wide
array of local and project funders, has been the critical combination in the success of the Fèis movement
since its origins in 1981.
The Gaelic language is at the heart of all Fèisean activities, and over the last 12 months, the Fèisean and
Fèisean nan Gàidheal have been working hard to develop the use, and quality of use, of Gaelic. I would like
to congratulate all Fèisean on their efforts in implementing the organisation’s Gaelic Policy and I have seen
real progress in this regard over the last year.
The Board and staff have been working hard too, with our AGM and all Board and staff meetings now held in
Gaelic, with simultaneous English translation provided if necessary, and all Board papers and staff reports
produced in Gaelic and English.
Over and above this Fèisean nan Gàidheal, with support from Bòrd na Gàidhlig, have been working hard on a
range of other Gaelic language projects, including a new play and tour called Le Meas through our MeanbhChuileag Theatre-in-Education company, and a series of Gaelic youth drama festivals across Scotland.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal has also successfully delivered a number of contracted strategic projects in 2006-07
that have been of great help to Fèisean including the Blas Festival, Highland Council and East Lothian Council
Youth Music Initiative projects, the professional development element of the Gaelic Arts Strategic
Development (GASD) group’s programme, and administration of the Traditional Music Tutor Training Network
(TMTTN).
The official launch of Highland 2007 took place in Inverness on 12 January, and many Fèisean have taken on
new projects as part of this year-long celebration of Highland culture. The Fèisean are one the greatest
success stories of Highland culture and I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to my colleagues on the
Board of Fèisean nan Gàidheal, plus the staff, for their hard work and dedication in 2006-07.
The last word, as ever, has to be for the tremendous effort and unstinting support that so many volunteers
have committed to their local Fèis over the last 12 months, and I hope that the coming year will be as
rewarding and successful as this one has been.
Katie Adam
Chair of Fèisean nan Gàidheal
September 2007
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Fèis facts

FÈIS FACTS 2006-07
Total number of Fèisean
Highland Council Area
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
Argyll and Bute
Edinburgh City
North Lanarkshire
Glasgow City
West Dunbartonshire
North Ayrshire
East Renfrewshire
Strirlingshire
Aberdeen City

41
22
7
4
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Total participants in Fèisean nan Gàidheal Programme
Main Fèisean
Total number of individual participants in Fèisean
5,237
Total grants pledged by Fèisean nan Gàidheal
£109,995
Total expenditure by Fèisean
£297,012
Classes and Workshops
Total grants pledged by Fèisean nan Gàidheal
£35,742
Total expenditure by Fèisean
£89,355
Annualised Hours
Full-time equivalent posts
2.5
Total grants pledged by Fèisean nan Gàidheal
£31,350
Feis Development Fund
Total value of activities
£46,294
Total granted by Fèisean nan Gàidheal
£12,196
Cèilidh Trails
Total grants pledged by Fèisean nan Gàidheal
£43,000
Other Activities
YMI: Number of Participants
6,211
Meanbh-Chuileag and Drama Fèisean audience
2,320
Blas audience
4,681
Cèilidh Trail audience
9,998
TOTAL GRANTS PLEDGED IN 2006-07
£232,283
TOTAL NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS/AUDIENCE
28,447

Artwork by Fèis Dhùn Èideann participants
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Key Developments and delivery mechanisms

The following is a summary of the 6 main development areas which Fèisean nan Gàidheal undertakes on
behalf of member Fèisean and other partners. Under each of these sub-headings are the delivery
mechanisms, plus brief explanations where necessary.
3.1
Provide support for the development of individual Fèisean, promoting excellent working
practices, and developing their range of activities.
Grant Schemes for Fèisean
Reducing the burden on volunteers
Annual Conference

Insurance
Musical Instrument Bank

Disclosure Checking
Tutor Database
Developing, distributing and selling
publications
Production and distribution of regular
news and other information.
Support for new Fèisean

Supporting the development of
Fèisean, or collectives of Fèisean
wishing to become more independent
Extending support for Fèisean
outwith the traditional Fèis local
authority areas

Member Fèisean are awarded grants to cover their annual
“Main” Fèis, year-round activity and projects via the
Development Fund. Details are given in the table below.
Member Fèisean can apply for grant assistance to employ
someone who will help with day-to-day administration.
Organised to coincide with the AGM in September each year
and in different locations every year, with one supported place
per Fèis provided. The 2006 Conference was held in
Benbecula.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal has a specially negotiated block
insurance, which covers equipment used at Fèisean, personal
injury, public liability, and employers’ liability.
Available to allow young people to try out expensive
instruments without the need to buy and also to lend to
Fèisean, free of charge, to ensure enough instruments are
available for tuition at Fèisean.
Organised and provided at no cost to Fèisean, for both tutors
and volunteers. Data is held securely in a central database
and its maintenance is overseen by a collator.
A useful resource which matches up tutors and potential
employers.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal has published a number of books,
including a new book in 2006 called “Fèis: the first twenty-five
years of the Fèis movement”, edited by Kate Martin.
Regular newsletter Faileas professionally printed for the first
time in 2006. E-mailed and posted to around 2,000 individuals
each time it is published.
Practical support is provided by Fèisean nan Gàidheal staff,
plus access to funds through our Fèis Development Fund,
which is financed by the Scottish Arts Council, Highlands &
Islands Enterprise and the Highland Council.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal works closely with the Lochaber Fèisean
who have their own steering committee to share ideas and
work more strategically across the area with a full-time
Development Officer.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal is working to improve support from their
local authorities for Fèisean across the East coast and Central
belt.

3.2
Develop the use of the Gaelic language within the Fèis movement. Developing the
spoken word as a means of communication and medium for tuition, according to the needs of
the community each Fèis serves.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal Gaelic
Language Policy
Gaelic Language Development Team

Fèisean nan Gàidheal published it’s first Gaelic Language Policy
is 2006 and applies to all member Fèisean, Board members
and staff.
With assistance primarily from Bòrd na Gàidhlig, Fèisean nan
Gàidheal currently employs a team of two working to develop
the use of Gaelic at Fèisean, including the provision of teams
and resources to assist with delivery. Fèisean are assisted by
Fèisean5nan Gàidheal staff to implement the policy and this is
done in a number of ways, but relevant to the level of Gaelic
in each Fèis area, and in close consultation with individual
Fèisean.

Develop mechanisms for the delivery
of the Gaelic Language Policy within
Fèisean nan Gàidheal.
Develop wholly Gaelic-medium
Fèisean and Gaelic medium tuition at
existing and new Fèisean.
Development of Gaelic Drama

3.3

Fèisean nan Gàidheal staff to implement the policy and this is
done in a number of ways, but relevant to the level of Gaelic
in each Fèis area, and in close consultation with individual
Fèisean.
Developments in 2006-07 have included all Board meetings
held through the medium of Gaelic, plus all board papers,
Annual Report etc produced bilingually. All staff meetings are
held in Gaelic and the majority of internal communications are
in Gaelic. External communications are bilingual.
Currently there are 6 Fèisean who deliver wholly through the
medium of Gaelic, and more and more Gaelic-medium
workshops are being delivered. All new members have to
demonstrate a clear commitment to Gaelic development before
being admitted to membership of Fèisean nan Gàidheal.
One of the Gaelic team has specific responsibility for Gaelic
drama development. This includes the Meanbh-Chuileag
Theatre-in-Education company, plus local drama Fèisean and
associated workshops in Argyll & Lochaber and Lewis. In
2006-07 3 drama Fèisean were held and a 6-week tour of
schools was undertaken.

Develop the work of the Fèisean within the formal education sector

Youth Music Initiative contract in
Highland Council area
Youth Music contracts in other areas
Gaelic language work in schools

Other formal education work

This contract sees Fèis tutors deliver traditional music tuition
to every primary school in the Highland Council area,
incorporating some of the remotest schools in Scotland.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal works in partnership with Fèis Dhùn
Eideann to deliver a programme of traditional music classes in
East Lothian schools.
Meanbh-Chuileag toured schools with a new Gaelic play called
Le Meas and Gaelic-medium traditional music tuition is
available to Gaelic schools through the Youth Music Initiative
work that we undertake in Highland.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal continues to explore a range of
possibilities, in particular, the production of resources suitable
for the formal education sector. As a partner in the Scottish
Traditional Music Forum, Fèisean nan Gàidheal has been
involved in research to assess the needs of the formal sector
and it is expected that this will lead to the provision of new
resources.

3.4
Strategic projects and contract work, with partners, carried out by Fèisean nan Gàidheal
and individual Fèisean.
Development of Blas – Celebrating
Highland Music

Fèisean Cèilidh Trails

Archiving Project - Pròiseact
Thasglann
Gaelic Arts Strategic Development
(GASD)

Fèisean nan Gàidheal is the lead partner in the delivery of the
Blas Festival across the Highland Council area. The 2006
event saw a huge increase in audience numbers with nearly
5,000 tickets sold and an 88% satisfaction rating amongst
audience members.
In 2006, there were 4 Cèilidh Trails across the Highlands.
These took in Ross-shire, Skye & Lochalsh, Lochaber and
Sutherland and were supported by the Scottish Arts Council
Lottery Fund, LEADER+, The Highland Council and Highlands
& Islands Enterprise.
Funding for this project is now in place, with the confirmation
of a £50,000 grant over 3 years from the Heritage Lottery
Fund. A part time post will be advertised in summer 2007,
with the project starting in the autumn.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal is a partner in this group which aims to
see a growth in activity within the Gaelic Arts Sector. Fèisean
nan Gàidheal manages the professional training planning of
6
the group
and also devised the guideline for funding
traineeships and residencies.

Inter-Fèis activities

Traditional Music Tutor Training
Network (TMTTN)

nan Gàidheal manages the professional training planning of
the group and also devised the guideline for funding
traineeships and residencies.
This particular aspect of Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s work will be
integrated into the Fèis Development Fund from 2007. At the
end of 2006-07 there was a potential project linking Fèis Rois
and Fèis Eilean an Fhraoich teenagers in the planning stage.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal is the lead organisation in the
administration of the TMTTN, which continues to promote the
Professional Development Award (PDA) in Music Tuition. Our
Training Development Officer is also exploring training for
Gaelic Arts professionals as part of the GASD programme.

3.5
Develop training to enhance the skills of those involved in Fèisean and promote
excellence within the Fèis movement
Training Development Officer
Annual Training Programme

Fèisean nan Gàidheal employs a training officer to deliver
training for Fèis volunteers, staff and tutors.
This includes the annual tutor training workshops at Sabhal
Mòr Ostaig in February and the first ever, and highly
successful, Fèis Thrèanaidh in Inverness, also in February.

Teenage Provision within the Fèis
movement

Gaelic language training is available to all staff, tutors and Fèis
organizers and is organized in a way that meets the needs of
the individuals involved.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal sees the development of additional
teenage workshops as extremely important. Many more
opportunities exist now than in the past, but it is hoped that
other areas e.g. the Western Isles will see greater activity in
this area of our work.

3.6
Continue to foster closer links between Fèisean, other organisations and other countries,
and raise the profile of the Fèis movement through enhanced PR and showcase opportunities.
Networking

Advocacy

International Links

Promotion and Marketing

Information
Website and ICT

Fèisean nan Gàidheal continues to make regular presentations
to a wide range of organisations, including local authorities,
public funding agencies and conferences. The organisation is
also represented on a number of key bodies including GASD,
the Scottish Traditional Music Forum, the TMTTN and a
working group looking to redevelop a Gaelic Drama Summer
School.
One of the key services which Fèisean nan Gàidheal provides
to the wider Fèis movement is acting on their behalf to raise
the profile and lobby for greater support. This is done in a
number of ways including attendance at events, taking part in
conferences and through our general PR strategy.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal encourages international working where
this is deemed to be useful. This is evident within the Blas
festival, and support for individual Fèisean via the Fèis
Development Fund.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal undertakes a wide range of activities to
ensure that information is widely disseminated to a range of
individuals and organisations. This includes the regular
production of the Faileas newsletter, distribution of the
Voluntary Arts Network newsletter and a wide range of other
information relevant to local Fèisean.
A great deal of information is received by Fèisean nan
Gàidheal, and this is regularly copied and circulated to
member Fèisean.
The new website is now up and running at www.feisean.org.
The new site is fully bilingual and is on a content management
system 7allowing staff to update the site on a regular basis.

Showcasing Opportunities

The new site is fully bilingual and is on a content management
system allowing staff to update the site on a regular basis.
Plans are underway for a series of 4 Ceòl nam Fèis concerts
across Scotland in June 2007. Young people from Fèisean will
also feature in Blas particularly in the Harvest concerts, open
stages and the launch event at the Runrig concert in
Drumnadrochit on 18th August.
Blas photos by Reeaz Mohamed
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Board of Directors

The table below shows the current Board membership. The asterisk (*) show members who served part of
the year, until their term of office came to an end, or they resigned. Attendance shows the actual number of
meetings attended out of the total possible number for each member.
Western Isles
Jane MacNeil
Joan Robertson
Highland
Katie Adam (Chair)
Peggy Nicolson (Vice Chair)
Alasdair MacDonald
Laura Green
Ken Houston
Argyll & Bute
Elizabeth Bain
Ken MacKenzie
Other Areas
Michael Sweeney
George Stoddart (Co Secretary)
Jessie Newton
Kate Kerr
Observers
Ian Smith
Alasdair MacLeod
Morag Anna MacLeod
Cllr Donald J MacSween
Staff Members
Arthur Cormack
David Boag
Anne Willoughby

Notes
Resigned Sept 06

Attendance Fèis
4 of 4
Fèis Bharraigh
1 of 2
Fèis Tìr a' Mhurain

Elected December 06
3 year term ended

4
4
3
1
1

Elected November 06
3 year term ended

2 of 2
2 of 2

Fèis Ceann Loch Goibhle
Fèis Latharna

Elected November 06

2
3
3
0

of
of
of
of

2
4
4
2

Fèis
Fèis
Feis
Fèis

1
2
1
2

of
of
of
of

4
4
4
4

Scottish Arts Council
Highlands & Islands Enterprise
Highland Council
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar

3 year term ended

Director
Development Manager
Finance & Administration Officer

of
of
of
of
of

4
4
4
1
2

Fèis
Fèis
Fèis
Fèis
Fèis

a' Bhaile
an Earraich
Lochabair
Rois
Chataibh

Dhùn Breatuinn an Iar
sa Mheadhan
Dhùn Èideann
Dhùn Breatuinn an Iar

4 of 4
4 of 4
3 of 4

In addition to the Board meetings, four Executive Group meetings took place, all at Cluaine Inn, Invernessshire on 10 May, 23 August and 15 November 2006, and 12 February 07. The Executive Group comprises the
three office bearers, observers and three senior staff members. This group scrutinises matters, particularly
finance, in a detailed manner allowing the full Board to consider strategy and policy.
As part of the organisation’s Gaelic Policy, all Board meetings were held in Gaelic, with simultaneous English
translation available at each.

Photography by Ewen Wotherspoon
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Staffing

The table below shows the staff structure at 31 March 2007, and its relationship with the wider membership
of Fèisean nan Gàidheal. All staff are full time unless stated.

Board of
Directors

Member
Fèisean

Executive Group
Office bearers, Director, Dev. Manager, Finance & Admin
Officer and Observers

Director
Arthur Cormack (P)

Development Manager
David Boag (IV)

Training Development
Officer
Iona MacDonald (P)

Lochaber Development
Officer
Ingrid Henderson (FW)

Finance and
Administration Officer
Anne Willoughby (P)

Press & PR
Chris DePlano (P)

Administrative Assistant
Elaine Ferguson 0.3 (P)

North Highland
Development Officer
Nicola Marshall (IV)

Gaelic Dev. Team
Douglas Beck (IV)
& Calum Alex
Macmillan (IV)

Child Protection
Collator
Sandy Gray 0.2 (P)

Highland YMI Contract
Rae MacEachern 0.2 (P)

Fèis Support Workers
Fiona MacInnes 0.6 (SY)
Christine MacIntyre 0.8 (L)

The main office is at Meall House, Portree, Isle of Skye and staff based there are indicated with a (P) next to
their name. Fèisean nan Gàidheal has satellite offices in Inverness (IV), Fort William (FW) and Stornoway
(SY), with the Fèis Support Worker for Argyll and Glasgow based at home in Lochgilphead (L).
Calum Alex MacMillan joined the organisation in August 2007 as Gaelic Language Officer, with the primary
role of providing Fèisean with practical support for the development of Gaelic at their events. Ingrid
Henderson, Lochaber Development Officer went on maternity leave at the end of March 2007, with her post
temporarily covered by Fiona Ironside initially on a 6 month contract.
Both Fiona MacInnes (Western Isles Development Officer) and Elaine Ferguson (Administrative Assistant) are
undertaking part-time courses in teacher training, and we expect them to be leave in August 2007. These
posts will be advertised in due course, with the administrative assistant post being made full time.
In addition, the organisation aims to appoint a part-time officer on a three-year contract to deliver the
Archiving Project, Pròiseact Thasglann and a one year Drama Practitioner post during summer 2007.
The organisation is currently consulting with members of the Board and staff with a view to re-designate the
Development Officers and Fèis Support workers to the same level, and all on full-time contracts. Over the
coming year, it is expected that the staff full time equivalent posts will rise from 11.1 to 13.6 and all based
within the Highlands and Islands Enterprise area.

Photography by
Cailean Maclean
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Fèis Membership and Activities

Western Isles
1. Fèis Taigh Dhonnchaidh
5. Fèis Tìr a' Mhurain

2. Fèis Eilean an Fhraoich
6. Fèis Bharraigh

3. Fèis Eilean na Hearadh
7. Fèis an Rubha

4. Fèis Tìr an Eòrna

Highland Council
8. Fèis Air an Oir
12. Fèis Chataibh
16. Fèis an Earraich
20. Fèis Inbhir Narainn
24. Fèis Ghleann Albainn
28. Fèis Spè

9. Fèis Rois Òigridh
13. Fèis Thròdairnis
17. Fèis Alba 2006
21. Fèis a' Bhaile
25. Fèis Eige

10.
14.
18.
22.
26.

Fèis
Fèis
Fèis
Fèis
Fèis

Rois nan Deugairean
Ratharsaidh
Òigridh na Mara
na h-Òige
nan Garbh Chrìochan

11.
15.
19.
23.
27.

Fèis
Fèis
Fèis
Fèis
Fèis

Rois Inbhich
nam Bealach
Chille Mhòraig
Farr
Lochabair

30. Fèis Mhuile
34. Fèis Dhùn Bhreatainn

31. Fèis Latharna

32. Fèis Ìle

36. Fèis Òigridh Glaschu
40. Fèis Dhùn Èideann

37. Fèis Innis an Uillt
41. Fèis Ghlaschu

38. Fèis Lannraig a Tuath
42. Fèis Arainn

Argyll & Bute
29. Fèis Thiriodh
33. Fèis Ceann Loch Goibhle

Other Areas
35. Fèis Obar Dheathain
39. Fèis sa Mheadhan
43. Fèis Naomh Conbhal

Photography by Elizabeth Bain
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Fèis Area: Western Isles
Fèis Name

Location

Main Fèis

Year round classes

Fèis Taigh
Dhonnchaidh

Ness, Isle of Lewis

Fèis Taigh Dhonnchaidh runs a The aim is to produce a CD
number of year round classes, of the Fèis 2007.
including button box and
guitar, many through the
medium of Gaelic.

Fèis Eilean an
Fhraoich

Stornoway, Isle of Lewis

Fèis Eilean na
Hearadh

Isle of Harris

Fèis Tìr an Eòrna

North Uist

Fèis Tìr a' Mhurain

South Uist

This year, the Fèis was run in
parallel with Ceòl Nis 1-5
August. The children's classes
were more successful and
better attended than ever
before.
This took place 24-28 July,
with 160 young people taking
part. Many more disciplines
were delivered through the
medium of Gaelic than before.
The Fèis took place 10 - 14
July and saw it's biggest ever
attendance, of 80 young
people. Drama, song and
activities for 5 -7 year olds all
delivered in Gaelic for the 1st
time.
The annual Fèis was held from
3 - 7 July, with 104 in
attendance. On offer was a
wide range of classes, and
evening activities including the
annual tutors versus pupils
shinty match.
This Fèis is held entirely
through the medium of Gaelic,
and attracts participants from
all over Scotland. This year 85
young people attended, from
10 - 14 July. New classes in
Hebridean dancing and media
skills were introduced.

The very successful teenage
groupwork class "Oidhche
Chiadain" continue to go from
strength to strength, with lots
of engagements in the diary.

New Developments

Plan to work with Fèis Rois
on a teenage groupwork
project in Spring/Summer
2007.

The Fèis will stage an
exhibition of activities and
personalities at Kildonan
Museum in summer 2007.
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Other

Fèis Bharraigh

Isle of Barra

Fèis an Rudha

Point, Isle of Lewis

The main Fèis ran 16 - 21 July, Fèis Bharraigh run a wide
with 150 young people
range of year-round classes,
attending, with a wide range including fiddle, accordion and
of classes and evening
piping. Further classes aimed
activities on offer. This
at more experienced players
included the annual piping
were established with the
night at Kismuil Castle,
support of Children in Need
Castlebay.
and YMI Informal Sector
grants.
This was the inaugural year for
Fèis an Rudha and it proved to
be an outstanding success,
with 42 young people from the
local area attending, 7 - 11
August.

Photography by Christine MacIntyre
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In addition to the classes,
the Children in Need grant
allowed the Fèis to employ
a worker for 17 hours per
week for 1 year.

Plans are in hand to
stage BarraFest as part
of Highland 2007, July
27th and 28th.

Fèis Area: North Highland
Fèis Name

Location

Main Fèis

Fèis Air an Oir

North West Sutherland

The committee hold their main
Fèis in Strathy Hall every June,
with activities rounded off with
a large concert and dance.

Fèis Rois Òigridh

Ullapool

Fèis Rois nan
Deugairean

Ullapool

Fèis Rois Inbhich

Ullapool

Fèis Chataibh

Golspie

Year round classes

The Fèis continues to run a
programme of fortnightly
classes in Farr Secondary
School, including tuition in
keyboard, accordion, guitar,
fiddle, chanter, drums, whistle
and song.
The first of the year's events Fèis Rois continues to run an
was the junior Fèis, open to
extensive year round
young people in the p 4 -7 age programme of classes across
group. In all 120 participated the area. This also includes a
from 3 - 7 April in Ullapool.
number of special
masterclasses, and sessions
for teenagers.
The senior event is open to
young people in secondary
school, and like the junior Fèis
is mainly residential. In all 172
youngsters, mainly from Rossshire, but also from further
afield participated 9 - 13
October.
The Adult Fèis continues to be
a unique experience, and the
2006 was no exception. In all,
over 300 people from across
Scotland and some
international guests took part.
The annual Fèis was held from
3 - 7 July, with numbers
remaining at a very healthy
level. On offer was a wide
range of classes, with the
week rounded off by an
excellent final concert.

New Developments

Fèis Rois received support The Fèis Rois Cèilidh Trail
from the Fèisean nan
was very active once
Gàidheal Development
again in summer 2006,
Fund to help stage a
with events right across
special 21st Anniversary
Ross-shire, including the
concert as part of the Celtic Belladrum Festival in
Connections festival in
August and Blas.
January 2007.

Fèis Chataibh were
successful in securing
funding to produce a
booklet and CD of tunes
and songs connected with
the Fèis.
14

Other

Hot on the heels of the
main Fèis is the Cèilidh
trail, which again was an
resounding success,
taking in all parts of the
county, north to south
and east to west.

Fèis Throdairnis

Trotternish, North Skye

Fèis Ratharsaidh

Raasay

Fèis a' Bhealaich

Applecross

Fèis an Earraich

Skye and Lochalsh

Fèis Alba

Plockton

The Fèis held their AGM
in September, and it was
agreed to put the Fèis on
hold for the meantime,
as a number of the
committee have left the
area recently.
Fèis Ratharsaidh held their
event during the February long
weekend, and again proved to
be a success. As well as
young people from Raasay, the
event attracts participants
from across the Skye and
Lochalsh area.
Fèis a' Bhealaich held their
main event of the year on the
weekend of 22nd and 23rd of
September. This involved
working with children from a
few of the local primary
schools in Applecross on the
Friday, followed by a further
day of activities on the
Saturday.
This year's Fèis was held in
Fèis an Earraich run a
Portree during the 1st week of programme of classes
April. Young people from
including accordion, fiddle,
across the area attended to
piping and drumming year
take part in the range of
round in the Skye and
classes on offer.
Lochalsh area.
This year's Fèis Alba took place
in Plockton, under the careful
guidance of Donald Shaw.
Groups from the Fèis an
Earraich and Fèis Lochabair
Cèilidh Trails attended, along
with a group from the
Edinburgh Youth Gaitherin'
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The Fèis committee applied
to the Development fund
for support towards the
development of a DVD
highlighting and promoting
Gaelic within the
Applecross area.

Fèis an Earraich ran a
very successful Cèilidh
Trail across the area in
Summer 2006, with
additional support from
North Highland
LEADER+.

Fèis Chille Mhòraig

Kilmorack, Beauly & Glen
Urquhart

Fèis Inbhir Narainn

Nairn

Fèis a' Bhaile

Inverness

Fèis na h-Òige

Inverness

Fèis Farr

Farr, Inverness-shire

Fèis Ghlinn Albainn

Fort Augustus and
Glengarry

The main Fèis took place in
Glenurquhart High School on
the weekend of 15th and 16th
September. Although preapplications had been down on
previous years, many turned
up on the day and numbers
were again healthy.
Fèis Inbhir Narainn held their The Fèis also runs an extensive Fèis Inbhir Narainn applied
main Fèis in the local academy programme of year round
to the development fund to
at beginning of October.
classes in the Nairn area.
purchase a laptop
computer and associated
office equipment.
Fèis a' Bhaile held their annual The Fèis continues to work
Fèis a' Bhaile purchased a
Fèis 16 - 20 October at
closely with Fèis na h-Oige in camcorder and tripod for
Charleston Academy. This
the development of Gaelic
use in drama classes and at
year saw their biggest
drama classes in Inverness.
the Fèis itself.
attendance to date and they
did a fantastic job in raising
the profile of Gaelic at the
event.
The main Fèis took place in
The Fèis held a number of
The Fèis committee applied Fèis na h-Oige have
Inverness High School, during one-day Fèisean over the
to the Fèisean nan Gàidheal continued to work closely
the first week of the summer course of the year,
Development fund and to with Fèis a' Bhaile to run
holidays. The programme is strengthening the skills learnt Highland2007 to stage the two Gaelic drama
delivered entirely through the in the main event, plus giving "Miosan na Bliadhna"
workshops for fluent
medium of Gaelic and attracts other young people a taster in banners project at
speakers and one for
families from across Scotland. a range of disciplines.
Inverness Railway station. learners.
Fèis Farr ran their normal
The committee are very
series of autumn and winter
active in the local music
classes in the Farr Hall, near
scene as promoters and
Inverness.
regularly host concerts in
their community hall.
Fèis Ghlinn Albainn had
The Fèis organises a number Fèis Ghlinn Albainn applied The committee aim to
another busy year, with their of year round classes,
to the development fund to stage a folk festival main event in July attracting including a regular teenage
help fund their conversion NessFest - as part of
50 participants, up on the
groupwork session, which has to Company Limited by
Highland2007. This will
previous year. For the first
proven to be extremely
Guarantee status. This is include an open stage for
time they offered a Fèis Bheag popular.
in preparation for staging a young bands.
for younger participants.
large-scale festival in 2007.
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Fèis Spè

Badenoch & Strathspey

The main Fèis was held in
Grantown Primary School from
9 - 13 October and was very
successful indeed, with a wide
range of classes delivered by
experienced tutors on offer.

With the help of on-going
funding through the YMI
informal sector, Cairngorms
National Park and LEADER+,
the Fèis continues to deliver a
range of year round classes
across the area.

Photography by Elizabeth Bain, Ewen Wotherspoon and Gordon Willoughby
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Fèis Spè was successful in
securing funds to produce
a resource pack allowing
Fèisean to run traditional
skills workshops.

The committee have
been working alongside
the Cairngorms National
Park Authority with the
aim of establishing a
park wide Cèilidh Trail in
summer 2007.

Fèis Area: Lochaber
Fèis Name

Location

Main Fèis

Year round classes

New Developments

Fèis Lochabair

Fort William

Once again, the Fèis Lochabair
committee organised a highly
successful main Fèis, 3 - 7
April in Lochaber High School.
On offer was a wide range of
classes, including art, step
dance, accordion and shinty.

Fèis Lochabair continues to run Fèis Lochabair were
a programme of year round
successful in applying to
classes, which over the years the Development Fund to
has assisted many local young organise a performance at
people to reach excellent
Lochaber High School
standards.
assembly, to raise the
profile in advance of the
up-coming Fèis. Views

Fèis nan Garbh
Chrìochan

Moidart, West Lochaber

The committee held their
annual Fèis in July 2006, with
a mixture of local youngsters
and those from further afield
taking part, 17 - 21 July.

The Fèis continues to run a
wide range of year round
classes around the Moidart
area of west Lochaber.

There has been a great
deal of work done this year
in conjunction with the
Highland Council, who plan
to replace Acharacle
Primary School. As part of
this new build, it is
proposed that the Fèis
gains a room within the
project for regular classes.
Fèis Òigridh na Mara Mallaig, Morar and Arisaig The committee held their main As well as the main Fèis, a
Fèis Òigridh na Mara
Fèis 4 - 7 November 2006, in wide range of year round
successfully applied to the
Mallaig. This attracted a very classes are also offered. This Fèisean nan Gàidheal
healthy number of young
allows young people to
Development Fund to
people from the local area to develop their skills over a
purchase computer
take part in the variety of
number of months, as well as equipment, support the
workshops offered.
the concentrated activity at the purchase of new
time of the main event.
instruments and create a
learning resource.
Fèis Eige
Isle of Eigg
The annual main Fèis took
The Fèis have plans to
place on the island 21 - 23 July
organise a button box
2006, attracting a large
weekend on the island.
number of visitors for the
weekend. As well as the
workshops during the day, the
final night concert is a well
attended, and enjoyed event.
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Other

The Lochaber Fèisean
once again staged their
annual Cèilidh Trail
across the area during
the summer months.
Feedback was extremely
positive. The group
recorded a CD in May
and June, which was on
sale throughout the tour.

Fèis Area: Glasgow & Argyll
Fèis Name

Location

Main Fèis

Fèis Thiriodh

Isle of Tiree

The main Fèis took place in the
High School 10 -14 July and
was a great success. This Fèis
seems to be one of the
favourites for tutors, and is a
real high point in the summer
calendar.

Fèis Mhuile

Isle of Mull

Fèis Latharna

Oban & District

Fèis Mhuile have concentrated
on a series of workshops
across the island over the last
few years, and these continue
to be successful.
The main Fèis took place in
Year round classes were held
Park primary School, Oban
over a series of Saturdays in
from 10th - 14th April with
the run up to the Fèis, with
classes available in a wide
guitar, clàrsach, accordion and
range of disciplines, including fiddle classes on offer.
bodhran, clarsach, fiddle and Additional more advanced
accordion.
groupwrk sessions were also
offered.

Fèis Oigridh Ìle agus Isle of Islay and Jura
Dhiùra

Fèis Cheann Loch
Goibhle

Lochgoilhead

Year round classes

New Developments

Other

The current Fèis
Latharna/Fèis Mhuile
lottery funded project
came to an end during
autumn 2006. Generally,
this was a success and
efforts are ongoing to try
and ensure a
continuation of this work,
and to extend it to other
rural parts of Argyll.
This Fèis expanded this year to The Fèis continues to organise The Fèis applied to the
The committee have
incorporate events on the
a series of year round classes development fund to help been exploring the
Island of Jura for the first time. in chanter and fiddle.
extend the event to five
possibility of establishing
This expansion saw a full week
days, and incorporate Jura. a musicians in residence
of events 19-23 February, with
post for Islay, Jura and
the first 3 days in Islay and the
Colonsay.
Thursday/Friday in Jura.
The main Fèis took place on
The Fèis applied to the
10th and 11th March, with
development fund to
participants thoroughly
extend their main event to
enjoying the range of activities
two days in length for the
on offer. This is the first time
first time. This was held at
that the Fèis has held two day
the Ardroy Centre and was
event.
a great success.
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Fèis Dhùn Breatuinn Dunbartonshire

Fèis Innis an Uillt

Bishopbriggs

Fèis Lannraig a
Tuath

Condorrat, North
Lanarkshire

Fèis Ghlaschu

Glasgow City

Fèis Àrainn

Isle of Arran

Fèis Chille Chonbhail Inverclyde, Renfrewshire
& E. Renfrewshire

This Fèis organises a series of
10 week classes in the
Concorde Community Centre in
Dumbarton. On offer were
sessions including Gaelic song
and language, clàrsach and
fiddle.
This Fèis is organised by
parents who's children attend
the Gaelic medium department
at Meadowburn Primary
School. On offer this year was
a series of full and half day
Fèisean.
Fèis Lannraig a Tuath is
organised by parents of
children attending the Gaelic
Department at Condorrat
Primary, and takes place every
August. This year's event was
very successful indeed.
This was a very successful
event, and took place 3rd to
9th April, and many of the
classes were delivered through
the medium of Gaelic.
Fèis Àrainn held their annual
event 25th to 28th July in
Arran High School and was
very successful indeed.
Organised across three council
areas to promote the Gaelic
language within the
community, the main Fèis took
place from 31st July to 4th
August.

The committee continue to
organise a programme of year
round fiddle classes.
Year round classes in clàrsach,
fiddle, Gaelic song and whistle.
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Over the last year, the Fèis
has started a shinty team,
and organised a shinty
league in the local area.

Plans are afoot for a two
day Fèis during 2007-8,
and they hope to make
closer links with Fèis
Lannraig a Tuath,
particularly in the
promotion of shinty
amongst Gaelic-speakers.

Fèis Oigridh
Ghlaschu

Glasgow City

This Fèis is entirely focused on
the delivery of a series of
drama workshops, culminating
in an evening of performances
in Woodside Hall, Glasgow.
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Fèis Area: Aberdeen, Edinburgh & Stirling
Fèis Name

Location

Fèis Obar Dheathain Aberdeen

Fèis sa Mheadhan

Stirlingshire

Fèis Dhùn Èideann

Edinburgh

Main Fèis

Year round classes

The committee held their main
Fèis 17 - 19 February. On
offer were a wide-range of
different classes, culminating
in a final concert on Monday
afternoon.
Fèis sa Mheadhan has had a
fairly difficult year, particularly
in terms of getting a stable
committee together and a
settled format for the event.

New Developments

Fèis Obar Dheathain
applied to the Fèisean nan
Gàidheal development fund
to purchase a new laptop
and printer.

The Fèis continues to organise
a year-round band workshops.
The group "Sgiobalta" have
been very busy this year, and
have entertained at a number
of events locally.
This Fèis was held on the 12- Fèis Dhùn Èideann continues Fèis Dhùn Èideann
15 February, and once again, to run a significant number of organised a series of fiddle
young people from the local
weekly classes across the city. and percussion at Kaimes
area were able to participate in
School in Edinburgh, which
a wide range of activities.
supports young people with
special educational needs.
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7

Financial Statement

Under new regulations introduced by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR), the annual
accounts of the organisation have to be prepared and presented in a particular way and run to many more
pages than in the past. The full audited accounts are available on request from Fèisean nan Gàidheal, or on
our website www.feisean.org and only the Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 March 2007
is included here along with the balance sheet at that date.

INCOMING RESOURCES
Incoming resources from generated
funds
Voluntary income
Activities for generating funds
Investment income
Incoming resources from charitable
activities
Core activities
Training
Lochaber development fund
Blas Festival
Schools project
Gaelic Development
Total incoming resources
RESOURCES EXPENDED
Costs of generating funds
Fundraising trading: cost of goods sold and
other costs
Charitable activities
Core activities
Training
ICT Project
Lochaber development fund
Blas Festival
Schools project
Gaelic Development
Governance costs
Total resources expended

NET INCOMING/(OUTGOING)
RESOURCES

31.3.07
Unrestricted
funds
£

31.3.06
Total
funds
£

4,560
79,740
3,205

4,115
95,820
7,434

433,269
41,519
32,995
268,526
219,511
95,584

370,402
54,207
32,274
146,500
181,511
80,717

1,178,909

972,980

2,697

2,530

490,808
60,571
2,319
31,105
250,880
267,006
86,850
20,583

413,044
65,786
5,767
33,080
147,028
283,199
72,391
11,784

1,212,819

1,034,609

(33,910)

(61,629)

Total funds brought forward

146,779

208,408

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD

112,869

146,779

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS
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Balance Sheet at 31 March 2007

31.3.07
Unrestricted
funds
£

31.3.06
Total
funds
£

-
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78,200
114,003

3,478
87,728
137,669

192,203

228,875

CREDITORS
Amounts falling due within one year

(79,334)

(82,371)

NET CURRENT ASSETS

112,869

146,504

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT
LIABILITIES

112,869

146,779

NET ASSETS

112,869

146,779

FUNDS
Unrestricted funds:
General fund

112,869

146,779

TOTAL FUNDS

112,869

146,779

FIXED ASSETS
Tangible assets
CURRENT ASSETS
Stocks
Debtors
Cash at bank
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Fèisean nan Gàidheal
Meall House
Portree
Isle of Skye
IV51 9BZ
Telephone 01478 613355
Fax 01478 613399
fios@feisean.org
www.feisean.org
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