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1 Chair’s Review of the Year
tribute to the efforts of all our volunteers who
give of their time to support the development of
Gaelic arts, language and culture. They are the
most important group with which Fèisean nan
Gàidheal works.
We were very happy to receive an application for
membership from Fèis Chille Bhrìghde an Ear
and we wish them every success as they plan to
hold their first events later in 2018. It was also
pleasing to see the return of Fèis Ghàidhlig
Ghlaschu, following a short hiatus, and I hope
they continue to flourish alongside the
development of Gaelic medium education
provision in the city.
The Cèilidh Trails again had a busy summer
performing extensively throughout their local
communities and beyond. Participants have the
opportunity to gain invaluable skills and
experiences through this project and I am very
proud of what they have achieved. Modelled on
the Cèilidh Trail project, Dràma air Chuairt
offered a similar experience to Gaelic-speaking
actors and delivered a very successful pilot
project in September 2017.

It gives me great pleasure to present Fèisean
nan Gàidheal’s Annual Report for 2017-18. I was
honoured to become Chair of the organisation
following Duncan MacQuarrie’s successful
tenure in the role. I would like to take the
opportunity to thank him for the support and
guidance he provided to board colleagues and
our staff members during his time on the Board
of Trustees.

Demand for our Fèisgoil service continued to
grow during the year and it is heartening to see
the number of local authorities who contracted
us to deliver Blasad Gàidhlig – Gaelic taster
sessions in their primary schools. Our drama
projects continue to deliver excellent results
with our theatre-in-education projects, Meanbh
Chuileag, Hùb-Hàb and Sporan reaching record
numbers of pupils in schools and nurseries
across the country.

This year’s Annual Report gives a detailed review
of our year-round programme, which was
agreed with Creative Scotland, HIE and Bòrd na
Gàidhlig. We also delivered a number of services
to local authorities including The Highland
Council, Argyll & Bute Council and Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar. Through our Fèisgoil service, we
also secured a number of contracts from other
local authorities and public bodies.

There were three residential events held during
the year; 5 Latha, An Sgoil Shamhraidh Dràma
and Fèis nan Òran all of which were delivered
through the medium of Gaelic. Each was well
attended and provided great learning
experiences and opportunities for the
participants involved.

Our member Fèisean continue to deliver a vast
programme of opportunities for young people
throughout Scotland and I would like to pay

Although there was a great deal of uncertainty
regarding funding for Blas we were pleased that
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The Highland Council decided to continue its
support of the festival in 2017. In total there
were 38 events held across the Highlands and
Argyll and, for the first time, in the Western Isles.
The festival continues to be a great success and
provides a tremendous opportunity for rural
communities to experience some of the finest
traditional music and Gaelic song in what is a
true feast and celebration of our language and
culture.

support a new commission by a young person
and a Ceòl nam Fèis concert.
I would like to thank my Board colleagues
especially those who left in the past year Seumas Campbell, Peigi MacLennan, Duncan
MacQuarrie, Uisdean Robertson and Elaine
Spence. I also warmly welcome those who
replaced them – Anne Macaulay, Anna Murray,
Colin Sandilands, Sarah-Jayne Shankland and
George Stoddart. Their support and many efforts
on behalf of Fèisean nan Gàidheal are greatly
appreciated.

FèisTV streamed its first events from the Blas
Festival and the response to the service has
been most encouraging. With further streamed
events planned in the next year and the launch
of ‘Oide’ - online tuition videos - I am certain that
FèisTV will continue to grow and be a great asset
to Fèisean nan Gàidheal, allowing the
organisation to reach a worldwide audience.

During the year we said goodbye to Rachel
Harris who had worked with us for 5 years as a
Development Officer and contributed a great
deal to the organisation, in particular her
management of the Fuaran project. We wish her
all the best in her new career in nursing. We
were pleased to welcome Nicola Simpson back
from maternity leave and Karen Oakley, who had
been working on a temporary basis as a
Development Officer, took up the post left
vacant by Rachel.

I was delighted that the work of Fèisean nan
Gàidheal was recognised when the organisation
won the Gaelic as an Economic Asset category at
the 2017 Gaelic Awards, organised by Bòrd na
Gàidhlig and sponsored by the Daily Record.
We are grateful to all the funding bodies which
continue to support our work. We were
particularly pleased to enter into new 3-year
funding agreements with both HIE and Creative
Scotland, having secured regular funding from
the latter for 2018-21. We also received
confirmation of funding from EventScotland for
a signature event called Òran Mòr as part of the
Year of Young People which will be held as part
of the 2018 Blas Festival. This funding will also

In conclusion, I would like to take the
opportunity, on behalf of the Board of Trustees,
to thank the staff of Fèisean nan Gàidheal who
work with such great dedication, passion and
enthusiasm, continually achieving outstanding
results. I wish them, and our member Fèisean,
the very best for the years ahead.
Kirsteen Graham
Chair
September 2018
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2 Statistical Information 2017-18
Fèisean
Total number of individual participants in Fèis activities

6,648

Audience at Fèis concerts

6,808

Grants pledged by Fèisean nan Gàidheal for Fèis activities

£243,083

Total expenditure by Fèisean

£924,648

Cèilidh Trails
Total grants pledged by Fèisean nan Gàidheal

£54,243

Audience at Cèilidh Trails events

20,360

Fèisgoil
Participants in Fèisgoil activities

10,461

Audience at Fèisgoil activities

6,223

Blas Festival and showcases
Audience for Blas and showcases

12,851

Tasgadh
Grants pledged through Tasgadh

£31,500

Total value of Tasgadh projects

£121,313

Number of participants in Tasgadh projects

1,576

Number of audience in Tasgadh projects

5,030

Media
Television and Radio audience (estimate)

120,000

Online Video Views (from Top 50 searched)

71,911

TOTALS
TOTAL GRANTS PLEDGED IN 2017-18

£328,826

TOTAL TURNOVER OF THE FÈISEAN AND FÈISEAN NAN GÀIDHEAL

£2,690,178

TOTAL NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS INVOLVED IN FUNDED ACTIVITIES

760

TOTAL NUMBER OF TUTORS INVOLVED IN FUNDED ACTIVITIES

961

TOTAL NUMBER OF PERFORMERS INVOLVED IN FUNDED ACTIVITIES

535

TOTAL NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS/AUDIENCE IN FUNDED ACTIVITIES
TOTAL NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS/AUDIENCE including MEDIA
TOTAL FTEs SUPPORTED THROUGH FÈISEAN NAN GÀIDHEAL’S PROGRAMME
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81,035
272,946
95.3

3 Programme of Work 2017-18
The purpose and ambition of Fèisean nan Gàidheal is to support the creative development of our young
people, recognising their skills and providing opportunities for them to flourish. We are committed to
working with communities across Scotland, supporting teams of dedicated volunteers and professionals
to promote access and participation in Gaelic arts and cultural activities, ensuring that our language and
traditions continue to grow and be key to the uniqueness and richness of Scotland.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal has four development targets to support its aims:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Support and Development of Fèisean
Enhancement of Skills & Creative Talent
Enhancement of Gaelic Arts & Culture in Creative Learning
Audience Development and Engagement

In 2017-18 Fèisean nan Gàidheal, and our member Fèisean, continued to deliver extensive programmes
of tuition, training and performance which support these key targets. The following section of the annual
report provides an overview of the programme of work delivered in a year where we were involved in a
wide range of events and projects that offered further opportunities for communities across Scotland to
access and enjoy Gaelic arts, culture and language.
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Support and Development of Fèisean
Fèisean nan Gàidheal exists primarily to support and develop local Fèisean aiming to
ensure everyone can access and enjoy experiences in the traditional arts. We recognise
and value the role and immense contribution of volunteers in organising and delivering
programmes of tuition and it is one our main priorities that we ensure that they are well
supported and have access to a wide range of services that we provide.

In 2017-18 we supported 45 Fèisean in communities across the country, who offered a substantial
programme of opportunities to young people aged 0-25. Fèisean nan Gàidheal supports member
Fèisean with a range of services including: grant funding, access to an instrument bank, a centrally run
disclosure service, Gaelic language support, a development fund for new and innovative projects,
comprehensive Insurance and training to support our volunteers in delivering their annual programmes.
Each Fèis has a designated development officer who works closely with committees to ensure they have
the support required to deliver their annual programmes and to achieve their development targets.
Faileas, our quarterly online magazine, reports the latest news and provides in-depth event information
from across the Fèis movement. The following is a selection of the highlights from Fèisean for 2017-18:
Following a short hiatus, Fèis Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu reformed and held its first events between 26 and
28 May.
Fèis Òigridh Ìle is Dhiùra, Fèis an Tairbeirt and Fèis Latharna delivered workshop days which were
supported by the Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival and Foundation Scotland.
Fèis Phàislig organised advanced classes for their more experienced participants and had the
opportunity to perform at the annual Scots Trad Music Awards which were held in Paisley in
December 2017.
Fèis Tìr a’ Mhurain delivered a series of workshops for Gaelic song and chanter/pipes.
Fèis a’ Bhaile organised monthly step-dance classes.
Fèis Lochabair, Fèis na h-Òige and Fèis Eilean na Hearadh all celebrated their 25th anniversaries, each
holding various events to mark this impressive milestone.
Fèis Chataibh held a very successful groupwork weekend in November.
Fèis Spè organised a series of stepdance workshops as part of their Cèilidh Trail training programme.
Fèis Lannraig a Tuath worked closely with Greenfaulds High School to release a Christmas single ‘S e
Nollaig a th’ann.
Fèis Dhùn Èideann’s groupwork class released their first ever groupwork CD Spionnadh.
Fèis Chataibh, Fèis Inbhir Narainn, Fèis Tìr an Eòrna and Fèis Latharna all received funding support
from the Co-op Community Fund.
Fèis Chille Bhrìghde an Ear was established and became a member of Fèisean nan Gàidheal in
September 2017 and will hold their first events in the autumn of 2018.
Fèis Mhoireibh held a very successful weekend of workshops in Gordonstoun with over 40
participants.
Fèis Inbhir Narainn had a particularly busy February with their annual Fèis Day, a piping day and an
ensemble weekend with John Somerville.
Fèis Taigh Dhonnchaidh hosted a workshop day and concert performance with the Angus Nicolson
trio.
Development Fund
Our Development Fund supported 6 Fèisean projects during 2017/18. In total £31,851 was granted for
projects with a total value of £43k.
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Fèis nan Òran
Fèis nan Òran took place between 23 and 25
February 2018 where 9 young Gaelic singers
took part in a number of sessions with tutors
Kathleen MacInnes and James Graham.
AGM and Conference
A very successful AGM and Conference was held in Ballachulish in September 2017 at which Gaelic
singer and broadcaster, Mary Ann Kennedy, was our guest speaker.
The Fèis representatives had an open discussion session on many aspects of what made a successful Fèis
and background was offered on the GDPR as well as information about equalities and diversity.
The outcomes from the day have been collated and will inform future developments, some of which are
already in place.
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Enhancement of Skills & Creative Talent
The Fèis movement has excelled in encouraging participation in the arts and in
nurturing talent. Our work has and continues to have an influence on the creative,
linguistic and social skills of the young people who participate in Fèisean. We recognise
the need to continue investing in developing the skills of those delivering our
programme so that we can achieve the best possible outcomes.
In 2017-18 our training programme offered a range of opportunities to our employees, Fèisean
volunteers, participants and tutors.
There were 128 staff training sessions undertaken during the year covering Gaelic language, marketing,
budgeting, data protection, first-aid and using computer programmes Excel and Photoshop.
Fèis committee members took part in training sessions throughout the year focusing on subjects such
as; child protection, first aid, risk assessment and Gaelic. In total, 101 Fèis organisers and participants
were involved in 108 training sessions.
Cèilidh Trail participants underwent a week of intensive training at Fèis Alba in July, preceded by some
weekend training events organised in their own localities. Before beginning their tours each young
musician took part in workshops to learn and develop their skills in: event promotion, social media
techniques, sound engineering, Gaelic song and language, cèilidh dancing as well as working with
leading traditional musicians to arrange their material for the upcoming performances.
Tutor Training
Our new tutor training courses, designed by Iain Finlay Macleod, were completed during 2017. Two
‘train-the-trainer’ events were held in November 2017 and March 2018 with 6 new trainers now
equipped to deliver the training.
The course is designed to be engaging and interactive with a focus on general teaching skills,
background to Fèisean, legislation, Fèisean nan Gàidheal policies, core teaching skills, class
management, child protection, Gaelic language and administrative requirements of being a tutor.
The first training day for tutors was held in Aberdeen in March and was well received. Further training
days, which can be delivered in Gaelic or English, will be offered in 2018-19 as the courses are rolled out.
YMI and Blasad Gàidhlig Training
A training day for YMI tutors was held in August ahead of the new school year beginning. There were 32
tutors in attendance who took part in workshops focussing on teaching methods, repertoire, class
management and games to ensure that tutors are equipped and confident to deliver tuition in schools.
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Enhancement of Gaelic Arts & Culture in Creative Learning
Fèisean nan Gàidheal, and member Fèisean, are fortunate to work with a cohort of
very skilled tutors across a wide range of projects and events. We realise the potential
for tutors skills to be utilised in the formal education sector, using their knowledge and
teaching abilities to deliver work in the arts and Gaelic language to achieve the outcomes
required of the Curriculum for Excellence, the Creative Learning Plan, the National
Gaelic Language Plan and wider Scottish Government initiatives
During 2017-18 Fèisgoil experienced further growth as we delivered a wide range of projects to Public
Bodies and Local Authorities across the country. Fèisgoil services include Gaelic language teaching,
music tuition, drama work and Gaelic awareness training. Below is a summary of the services and
projects we delivered through this ever-growing service.
Blasad Gàidhlig – Gaelic Taster sessions
Blasad Gàidhlig sessions are delivered in schools that have chosen Gaelic as an L2 or L3 as part of the
Scottish Government Language initiative. A team of fluent Gaelic speaking tutors were employed on
short term contracts and received intensive training before visiting schools. The following is a summary
of the Blasad Gàidhlig sessions delivered during 2017-18:
In the Falkirk area, there were 925 sessions delivered to over 900 pupils in 7 schools during the
academic year
There were 641 sessions delivered in Highland Council schools, reaching 3,564 pupils
In Edinburgh there were 23 sessions delivered to 114 pupils in 1 school
There were 15 sessions delivered to 90 pupils in 1 school in North Lanarkshire
In Glasgow there were 42 sessions delivered to 160 pupils in 1 school
30 sessions were delivered to 116 pupils in 2 schools in the Stirling area
In Fife there were 130 sessions delivered to 340 pupils in 3 schools
Youth Music Initiative (YMI)
Following a significant reduction in funding from The Highland Council the number of weeks of YMI
tuition was reduced from 12 to 8 in 173 schools in the region. Despite this, the feedback from schools
continues to be very positive which is as a result of having a team of experienced, skilled tutors who
deliver engaging lessons.
The programme is organised by a number of Fèisean in order to cover each area and ensure local
coordination, as follows:
Fèis Chataibh: Sutherland
Fèis an Earraich: Skye & Lochalsh
Fèis Inbhir Narainn: Nairn
Fèis Lochabair: Lochaber
Fèis Rois: Ross-shire, Inverness & Caithness
Fèis Spè: Badenoch & Strathspey
Fèis Phàislig delivered YMI classes in Paisley Schools with support from Renfrewshire Council and Fèis
Rois delivered a comprehensive programme for Dumfries and Galloway Council.
Seinn
Over the school year we continued to provide singing tuition to five schools in the Isle of Skye as part of
an additional contract with The Highland Council. There were 3 singing tutors supporting pupils’
preparation for local and national mòds and end of term school performances.
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Drama in schools
Our schools drama programme had one of its busiest years to date with 226 drama sessions delivered to
over 7,000 pupils in primary and secondary schools across the country.
Among the projects delivered were workshops in schools in Argyll and the Highlands as well as TÒG, our
youth theatre initiative delivered in partnership with Eden Court.
Below is a summary of other projects we delivered during 2017/18.
Meanbh-Chuileag
The annual national tour by Meanbh-Chuileag took place over three weeks during October 2017 and a
further 3 weeks in February 2018. This year the play was based on Bonnie Prince Charlie and the
Jacobites. In total there were 51 performances to 48 schools with a total of 1,463 pupils taking part.
This year’s pantomime Anna Bheag a’ Chòta Dheirg,
based on Little Red Riding Hood, was performed
28 times to 44 schools with an additional public
performance and a total audience of 2,826. The
panto was also broadcast on FèisTV with over 200
views since it was uploaded.
Hùb-Hàb
Hùb-Hàb, our early years theatre-in-education initiative, toured Western Isles schools and nurseries in
May 2017, performing to over 700 children with Hùb-Hàb agus na Cumaidhean Ceòlmhor.
Gaelic Drama Summer School
Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s annual Gaelic Drama Summer
School took place in early July 2017 with 12
participants. This year’s school was directed by David
Walker who was assisted by Arthur Donald with a
Gaelic script-writing workshop led by Catriona Lexy
Campbell. Participants also had the opportunity to
take part in puppeteering workshops with Gavin
Glover and produced a film with Dòmhnall Eòin
Mackinnon. The summer school came to an end with
a public performance in Plockton alongside Fèis Alba
participants and a further performance in Kilmuir
with support from Fèis Thròndairnis.
Sporan
Our Gaelic Drama Officer, Angus Macleod, delivered an interactive workshop based on the Brahan Seer
to 14 schools in the Highlands during Blas 2017 with 889 pupils taking part.
5 Latha
5 Latha 2017 was held between 10 and 15 April at the Gearrannan Blackhouses, Isle of Lewis. There were
18 participants all of whom took part in a wide range of activities learning about Harris Tweed, crofting,
peat cutting, baking, sewing as well as music and song classes with Ellen MacDonald, Robbie Greig and
Norrie MacIver.
The local community in Carloway are very supportive of the event and we remain very grateful for the
welcome they give us each year.
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Mòd tuition
Working in partnership with An Comunn Gàidhealach and the Local Mòd Committee, we offered support
to 14 schools in the Lochaber area as they prepared for the 2017 National Mòd which was held in the
area.
Meanbh Fhèis (Mini-Fèis)
For the seventh year in a row we were pleased to offer a mini-fèis day to S2 Gaelic learners and fluent
speakers in Portree High School and we also delivered a similar event in Culloden Academy. These minifèisean have shown to be a great success and have a positive impact on the numbers of pupils who
choose Gaelic as a subject as they progress through secondary school.
Public bodies
We delivered further Gaelic Awareness Training for staff members at the National Library of Scotland
and National Museum of Scotland in November 2017 and January 2018.
Our partnership with Historic Environment Scotland continued with multi-artform projects based on the
Edinburgh Castle and the Arnol Blackhouse delivered within schools close to these sites.
We worked closely with Ishbel Macfarlane of O is for Hoolet to develop resources for minority language
training days.
During the year Education Scotland developed a new national singing framework, Singing to learn,
learning to sing, which was led by the Musical Education Partnership Group (MEPG). Fèisean nan
Gàidheal was asked to contribute Gaelic songs as a resource to this new framework and one of our
Fèisgoil tutors, Eilidh Cormack, recorded a series of videos which are available to schools through an
online network.
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Audience Development and Engagement
Our programme of work enables us to reach out to local communities and visitors
offering them the opportunity to attend and participate in a variety of Gaelic arts and
cultural events. Each year we strive to reach out to audiences, increase our numbers and
support communities to enhance their cultural development. Our events span a wide
geographical area, enabling smaller communities to hold and promote events in their
own areas without the need of having to travel to more central areas of population.
Cèilidh Trails
Now in their 19th year the Cèilidh Trails continue to provide a unique opportunity to young musicians
aged 16-25 to develop their musical skills and gain invaluable experience through summer employment
as a touring musician.
The summer began for the trails with two weeks at Fèis Alba in Plockton at the beginning of July. In total
47 participants took part in 45 training sessions covering topics such as sound engineering, event
organisation, promotion, music for dancing, Gaelic song and stage presentation, as well as working with
leading traditional musicians to arrange their material before going on tour in their local areas.
Over 2017-18 Fèisean nan Gàidheal supported 7 Cèilidh Trails. Fèis Rois also ran a further 3 Cèilidh Trails
which were independently funded. In total, they performed to over 20,000 people at over 200 events
across the country.

Dràma air Chuairt
Dràma air Chuairt, funded by Bòrd na Gàidhlig, took place for the first time in August/September 2017.
Based on the Cèilidh Trail model, but with Gaelic actors instead of musicians, the project offered four
young actors aged between18 and 25 the opportunity to be part of a fortnight of training and rehearsals
before taking to the road with a newly-written Gaelic play, Clach na Nathrach (The Adder’s Stone), by
Catriona Lexy Campbell of Theatre gu Leòr who also directed the play and led the rehearsals. The group
performed in three high schools as part of the Blas Festival schools programme and at two public
performances in Sleat and Inverness with excellent feedback.
Blas
Despite uncertainty of funding from The Highland Council we were pleased that the 13th annual Blas
Festival took place between 1 and 9 September 2017, with Gaelic language, culture and the arts
celebrated in communities across the Highlands, Argyll and, for the first time, the Western Isles. The
programme included 38 concerts with an extensive schools and community programme over 9 days
reaching an audience of 12,851.
A selection of the festival highlights is included below:
Our 2017 commission was curated and delivered by broadcaster Jo MacDonald. Dìleab Uilleim
(William’s Legacy) was a celebration of the late Rev William Matheson’s life and the contribution he
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made to our language and culture through the songs he collected and recordings he made. The
commission was delivered through the medium of Gaelic and featured anecdotes about William’s
life with a selection of the songs he collected sung by a selection of renowned Gaelic singers.
We celebrated the 80th birthdays of four individuals who have contributed greatly to Gaelic
language, music and culture; Morag Macleod, Fergie Macdonald, Kenna Campbell and Dr Finlay
Macleod.
We held two special cèilidhs to celebrate the 25th anniversaries of Fèis Lochabair and Fèis na h-Òige,
both of which featured past and present participants and tutors.
Skipinnish played to a sold-out Ironworks venue in Inverness as part of the Fèis na h-Òige
anniversary celebrations.
The latest commission from Fèis Rois, The Seer by Lauren MacColl, which featured newly-written
music based on the prophecies of The Brahan Seer, was performed in Balintore and Inverness.
Performances by the Duncan Chisholm and Mischa Macpherson Trios were sold out in each of the
communities in which they performed; Lochinver, Gairloch and Sleat.
We welcomed Fidil and Sharon Shannon from Ireland as well Alexis MacIsaac and Calum MacKenzie
from Canada.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s FèisTV service was launched during the festival with two live-streamed
events and this expanded the overall reach of the festival with an online audience who did not
previously have access.
We continued our partnership with Comhairle nan Leabhraichean who supported writers to appear
at a number of Blas events.
There were 6 family cèilidhs featuring cèilidh bands, Gaelic singers, pipers and dancers.
We worked in partnership with the University of the Highlands and Islands to put on a concert and
two music sessions in Inverness with students from the Applied Music Course which is led by Lews
Castle College Benbecula Campus.
Leading traditional music outfit, Mànran, played to a sell-out audience in Sleat where they were
supported by the new band, Hecla, made up of three former Fèis participants, and Ceilear the Skye
and Lochalsh Cèilidh Trail.
Tac an Teine
We continued to host a monthly Gaelic song session, Tac an Teine (By the fireside) in the Glen Mhòr
Hotel, Inverness. The informal session is open to all and has proved to be very popular with around 30
attending regularly.
Guth na nGael
In August 2017, 12 young Irish and Gaelic speaking youngsters took part in Fèis Lochabair as well as
getting a real taste of West Highland culture from Mairead Ford and Fergie MacDonald. A return leg to
Ireland will take place in 2018. We are grateful for Bòrd na Gàidhlig and Foras na Gaeilge’s continued
support for our partnership with the Oriel Centre in Dundalk, Ireland.
Tasgadh
For the third year running Creative Scotland supported Fèisean nan Gàidheal with additional funding of
£35k to manage the Tasgadh grant fund on their behalf. The fund supports traditional artists and
organisations to create, perform, tour showcase work with a particular focus on music, drama and dance.
In 2017-18 there were 43 successful applications with a total of £31.5k being awarded to projects worth a
total of £122.5k.
Scottish Traditional Music Hall of Fame
Fèisean nan Gàidheal continued its sponsorship of the Traditional Music Hall of Fame at the 2017 Scots
Trad Music Awards. The performer inductees were; Alex Green, Arthur Johnstone, Sir Billy Connolly CBE,
Blair Douglas, Bobby Crowe, Cathy Ann MacPhee, Christine Primrose, Jock Tamson’s Bairns, Kenneth
McKellar, Niel Gow and Rab Noakes.
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We were delighted that Fèis tutor and leader of the Kiltearn Fiddlers, Alpha Munro MBE, was recognised
for her services to community.
Networks and Advocacy
Fèisean nan Gàidheal continues to work closely with organisations and projects to promote the Gaelic
language, culture and the traditional arts. We regularly engage with our funding bodies and throughout
2017-18 staff attended various conferences, seminars and information sessions organised by them.
Fèisean nan Gàidheal staff were actively involved in a range of advocacy and promotional work
collaborating with a number of networks and organisations such as the Traditional Music Forum,
Creative Scotland’s Traditional Arts Advisory Group, the Highland Youth Music Forum, the Highland
Youth Arts Hub, Hands Up for Trad and the Music Education Partnership Group.
FèisTV
FèisTV was formally launched in September 2017 with two live streams from the Blas Festival. Our Gaelic
Panto was broadcast through the service. Viewing figures for the service have been encouraging to date
with further broadcasts planned from Fèisean, Cèilidh Trails, Drama performances and Blas.
We put a tender out in early 2018 for tutors who could provide lessons through our online tuition service
‘Oide’. There was great interest in this opportunity and the first lessons will be recorded and available in
2018-19.
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Governance and Staffing
This table shows the attendance of Fèisean nan Gàidheal Board members at meetings held in Inverness
on 19 May 2017, Ballachulish on 22 September 2017; Inverness on 8 December 2017; and Inverness on 23
February 2018.
Highland
Duncan MacQuarrie (Chair to 02.2018)
Deirdre Beck
Kirsteen Graham (Chair from 02.2018)
Colin Sandilands (Secretary from 12.2017)
Sarah-Jayne Shankland

Fèis Rois
Fèis Lochabair
Fèis an Earraich
Fèis Rois
Fèis nan Garbh Chriochan

Attendance
3 of 3
4 of 4
4 of 4
2 of 2
2 of 2

Western Isles
Uisdean Robertson (Secretary to 12.2017)
Peigi MacLennan (to 12.2017)
Anna Murray (from 12.2017)
Anne Macaulay (from 12.2017)

Fèis Tìr an Eòrna
Fèis Eilean an Fhraoich
Fèis Eilean an Fhraoich
Fèis an Rubha

1 of 3
3 of 3
2 of 2
1 of 2

Argyll & Bute
Elizabeth Bain

Fèis Cheann Loch Goibhle

1 of 4

Fèis Fhoirt
Fèis Lannraig a Tuath
Fèis Dhùn Bhreatainn an Iar
Fèis Fhoirt

1 of 3
1 of 3
4 of 4
2 of 2

HIE
Highland Council
Creative Scotland
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar

0 of 4
0 of 4
0 of 4
1 of 4

Chief Executive
Development Manager
Executive Manager
Fèisgoil Manager
Business Officer

4 of 4
4 of 4
4 of 4
4 of 4
4 of 4

Other Areas
Seumas Campbell (to 12.2017)
Elaine Spence (to 12.2017)
Bob MacKinnon
George Stoddart (from 12.2017)
Observers
Mairi Buchanan/Joanna Peteranna
Morag Anna MacLeod Mitchell
Brian Ò hEadhra
Cllr John A MacIver
Staff Members
Arthur Cormack
Calum Alex Macmillan
Anne Willoughby
Eilidh Mackenzie
Moreen Pringle

In anticipation of impending changes in our Board membership we offered individuals, interested in
standing for election to the Board, the opportunity to attend a Board meeting in May 2017 to see how it
operates.
At the end of their permitted term, Elaine Spence, Peigi Maclennan and Uisdean Robertson as well as our
Chair, Duncan MacQuarrie MBE, stood down from the Board, as did Seumas Campbell prior to the end of
his term.
A dinner was held for our departing members in advance of the December Board meeting at which,
following an open election, we also welcomed new members Anne Macaulay, Anna Murray, Colin
Sandilands, George Stoddart and Sarah-Jayne Shankland.
Kirsteen Graham was elected as the new Chair of Fèisean nan Gàidheal in February 2018.
The following table details staffing during 2017-18.
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Staff Member
Arthur Cormack
Anne Willoughby
Calum A Macmillan
Eilidh Mackenzie
Moreen Pringle
Nicola Simpson
Karen Oakley
Rachel Harris
Rowan Paterson
Shona Macmillan
Angus MacLeod
Sandy Gray
Diane Bruce

Contract
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
0.8 FTE permanent
0.7 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
1.0 FTE permanent
0.2 FTE contractor
0.2 FTE placement

Position
Chief Executive
Executive Manager
Development Manager
Fèisgoil Manager
Business Officer
Senior Development Officer
Development Officer
Acting Senior Development Officer (to 01.2018)
Development Officer
Development Officer
Drama Officer
Child Protection Officer
Marketing Officer

Base
Portree
Portree
Inverness
Inverness
Portree
Inverness
Inverness
Inverness
Inverness
Lewis
Inverness
Portree
Inverness

In September 2017 we welcomed Senior Development Officer, Nicola Simpson, back from maternity
leave. Karen Oakley, who had been working as a Development Officer covering Nicola’s maternity leave,
was retained on the Fèisean nan Gàidheal staff as a support officer. Rachel Harris, who had been working
as Senior Development Officer, left Fèisean nan Gàidheal in January to take up a nursing course in
Belfast. Following Rachel’s departure, Karen Oakley was appointed to the role of Development Officer.
Another of our Development Officers, Rowan Paterson, moved from the Fèisean nan Gàidheal office and
is now based at An Lèanag in Glasgow.
Throughout the year we delivered elements of our Equalities, Diversity and Inclusion Plan in addition to
our Programme Plan. We also devised a new Programme Plan for 2018-21 which formed the basis for
our, ultimately successful, bid for 3-year regular funding from Creative Scotland. We also negotiated a
fresh contract with HIE for the years 2018-21.
Award
Fèisean nan Gàidheal won the Gaelic as an Economic Asset category at the 2017 Gaelic Awards, held in
Glasgow, organised by Bòrd na Gàidhlig and sponsored by the Daily Record.
In addition to picking up the award the category sponsors, Thorntons Investments, offered to support
some of Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s work in 2018-19, which was very welcome.

15

4 Financial Statements 2017-18
Under regulations introduced by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR), the annual accounts
of the organisation must be prepared and presented in a particular way and run to many pages. The full
audited accounts are available on our website www.feisean.org and only the Statement of Financial
Activities for the year ended 31 March 2017 is included here along with the Balance Sheet at that date.

Statement of Financial Activities
for the year ended 31 March 2018

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM
Donations and Legacies
Charitable activities
Core activities
Training
Blas Festival
Fèisgoil
Gaelic residential events
Other trading activities
Investment income
Total incoming resources
EXPENDITURE ON
Raising funds
Charitable activities
Core activities
Training
Blas Festival
Fèisgoil
Gaelic residential events
Total

31.03.18

31.03.17

Unrestricted
funds

Restricted
funds

Total
funds

Total
funds

£

£

£

£

6,351
680,001
10,500
187,826
287,312
51,790
92,702
144
1,316,62
6

6,351
35,000

715,001
10,500
187,826
332,312
51,790

764,214
7,000
189,274
371,481
27,000

92,702
145
1,396,627

110,797
237
1,470,00
3

2,833

4,424

74,857

854,809
10,481
185,945
275,601
42,187
1,371,856

45,000

1
80,001

2,833
42,520

NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE)

812,289
10,481
185,945
243,264
42,187
1,296,99
9
19,627

5,144

24,771

846,633
6,188
183,531
349,493
26,419
1,416,68
8
53,315

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS
Total funds brought forward

184,051

45,689

229,740

176,425

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD

203,678

50,833

254,511

229,740
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32,337

Balance sheet
at 31 March 2018
31.03.18

31.03.17

Unrestricted
funds

Restricted
funds

Total
funds

Total
funds

£

£

£

£

5,170

5,170

12,690

35,514
214,635
250,149

7,875
44,462
52,337

43,389
259,097
302,486

70,718
200,323
271,041

CREDITORS
Amounts falling due within one year

(46,471)

(6,674)

(53,145)

(53,991)

NET CURRENT ASSETS

203,678

45,663

249,341

217,050

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT
LIABILITIES
NET ASSETS

203,678

50,833

254,511

229,740

203,678

50,833

254,511

229,740

203,678
50,833
254,511

184,051
45,689
229,740

FIXED ASSETS
Tangible assets
CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors: amounts falling due within one
Cash
year at bank

FUNDS
Unrestricted funds
Restricted funds
TOTAL FUNDS
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